CAMPUS

     “The party of Death: American Politics and the Pro-life Movement” was the title of a presentation made by Ramesh Ponnuru, a senior editor of the National Review, recent convert to Catholicism and author of The Party of Death: The Democrats, the Media, the Courts, and the Disregard for Human Life (Regnery, 2006) at a 10.18.07 event sponsored by American University Students for Life and the AU College Republicans.

     “We want to know how many cigarettes and coffees she’s [a college student suffering from depression] had each day, but not how many abortions in her past.  We consider the stress caused by parental expectations and rising tuition, but neglect the anguish of herpes, the hazards of promiscuity, and the looming fertility issues for women who put their career first” (from Unprotected [:] A Campus Psychiatrist Reveals how Political Correctness in Her Profession Endangers Every Student by Anonymous [Miriam Grossman of UCLA], M.D. (Sentinel HC, 2006) qtd. in The Weekly Standard, 2.5.07: 35, 36.




QUOTEWORTHY

    “…water and food, even when provided by artificial means, always represents a natural means of preserving life, not a medical act” (From 9.14.07 Vatican clarification of Pope John Paul II’s 3.20.04 address on patients in a “vegetative state”).

     “Legalized vengeance” is how Sister Helen Prejean described the death penalty in an October address at St. Pius X church in Baltimore (Qtd. In Catholic Standard, 10.11.07:4).

     “Abortion is associated with depression and other mental health consequences” (“Pro-Choice” researcher David Fergusson (Univ.of Otago, Christchurch, New Zealand qtd. in Washington Times, 5.22.07: A16).

     “By embracing abortion, the Democratic Party is abandoning the principle that made it great: its basic commitment to protecting the weakest and most vulnerable members of the human family” (The late Democratic Governor of Pennsylvania, Robert Casey qtd. by Michael Gerson in “A Second Home for Religious voters,” Washington Post, 11.2.07: A 21).

     “What is clearly ‘old fashioned’ today is the old feminism of the 1970’s—with its negative attitudes toward men, marriage and motherhood, and its rigid party line on abortion and gay rights” (Mary Ann Glendon, Harvard Law School, qtd. in Life News, 11.5.07).

     “…unless society cannot otherwise be protected, we should not use the instrument of death but instead should seek to build a culture that values every life” (Senator Sam Brownback commenting on the death penalty in “Faith in a Winning Message,” Washington Post, 11.12.07: A 21).

MEMBERSHIP NEWS

     Mary Shivanandan (John Paul II Institute) conducted a 6 part interactive study series called “An Experience of Love: Man and Woman Recreated” at Little Flower Catholic Church in Bethesda, MD (9.24-11.12.07).

STATISTICS
     Almost two-thirds of Canadians would support some legal restrictions on abortion, with one-third supporting protection for human life from conception onward, according to a recent Environics Research poll (11.19.07).
    “Over 50 million women and men in the U.S. have lost a child to abortion” (“Hope and Healing 2007:1, Elliot Institute Publication.

     When Down syndrome is detected in unborn children, they are aborted “at rates that are thought to approach 90 percent” (Washington Post, 11.16.07: A33).

      “So far, there have been 42 executions [in the U.S. this year], according to the Death Penalty Information Center, as opposed to 53 last year” (Washington Post, 10.31.07: A3).

CULTURE OF LIFE

     Bella, the prize winning film we noted in this column in our 12.06 issue (p.2), opened in a limited release on Friday, 10.26.07 in 31 cities throughout the U.S.  It has been described as “a film that embraces the sanctity of human life….It is the story of a Mexican soccer star, Jose’ (Eduardo Verastegui) who endures tragedy and later works…in a New York restaurant” where he meets Nina (Emmy winner Tammy Blanchard), a waitress who is fired just as she learns she is pregnant and is considering abortion….a simple act of kindness brings them together and turns an ordinary day into an unforgettable experience” (Life News, 10.20.07)  Another commentator describes the film as a “story about a crisis pregnancy…. How a woman who finds herself pregnant is determined not to have the baby.  But a man gives her the help, care, and concern that she needs” (ibid). It was very important for the film to have been well attended the first two weekends it was screened so that it could be shown in more than the theaters it initially opened in.  On its first weekend, it “opened solidly with $1.3 million.  Other films registered higher gross sales but they opened in many more theaters.   Saw IV was number one with $32.1 million; it also “had the highest per theater average of any in the top ten with $10,087 per theater but it opened in “over 3,183 theaters.” Though not in the top ten, Bella was number 2 with a  $7,784 average at each of the 167 theaters it opened in. On 11.9 it opened in 12 more cities (Life News, 10. 28.07).  Not surprisingly, a considerable number of critics wrote unfavorable reviews.  (Life News, 10.31 .07)  For more on the film open www.bellathemovie.com.

     On September12, Stephanie Hoffmeier, a sixteen year old Baptist and junior at Colonial Forge High School in Stafford County, VA, filed a law suit in Federal Court in Alexandria,VA against the Stafford County schools because school authorities would not permit her to form an “antiabortion club,” as the Washington Post  account termed it. After the suit was filed, school authorities reconsidered and on “October 24…officially recognized [t]he “Pro-Life Club,” as Stephanie terms it. School officials in the District and in the surrounding Maryland and Virginia suburbs, “did not know of any other school-sanctioned antiabortion club in the area.”  Her proposal for its formation says its purpose is “To educate people about the biggest holocaust that is going on right here in the United States. To come together and pray to end abortion. To be a voice for my generation and a voice for those who cannot speak for themselves.” The Alliance Defense Fund provided legal assistance for the suit (11.6.07: A1, A12).

     The Center for Reproductive rights has warned its supporters that 30 states would be likely to ban abortion if Roe v. Wade is reversed.  Twenty-one would ban all or most abortions: Alabama, Arkansas, Colorado, Delaware, Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, Texas, Utah, Virginia, and Wisconsin (LifeNews, 11.8.07).
     The California Medical Association has rejected a measure sponsored by euthanasia advocates that would have weakened its official stance against legalizing assisted suicide (LifeNews,  11.5.07).

     To mark 40 years since voters passed the 1967 Abortion Act the Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams, said that most of those who voted for the Act did so with the clear belief that they were making way for extreme and tragic situations, such as rape or complications that threatened the life of the mother. Today “many of these same people have expressed their dismay at what has happened.”  He went on to tell of 200,000 abortions a year in England and Wales and told of a recent survey claiming one-third of the pregnancies in Europe end in abortion (The Observer, 9.21.07).   
LEXIS

     In a curious twist and in an unexpected context, Dana Millbank, a regular Washington Post columnist, whose liberal positions we have no reason to doubt, makes a “palpable hit” against the brood of “personally opposed” politicians: “The nominee [Judge Michael Mukasey] says the technique [waterboarding] is ‘repugnant to me’ but refuses to call it illegal—much the same way some lawmakers say they personally abhor abortion but think it should be allowed” (“Logic Tortured,” 11.2.07: A2).
CLONING AND STEM CELL RESEARCH 
     “The woman who subjects herself to the harvesting of her eggs for human cloning participates in a grave moral evil, the artificial generation of human life….The natural moral law prohibits any woman from cooperating in the act of human cloning” (from an Oct. 6, 2006 pastoral letter by Archbishop Raymond Burke of St. Louis).

     On 11.14.07 Shoukhrat Mitailipov, leader of a research team at the Oregon National Primate Research Center in Beaverton reported that they had succeeded in cloning monkey embryos, the first primates to be so manipulated. “The researchers used more than 300 monkey eggs to produce just one normal [embryonic] stem cell line” a pro-ESCR New York Times editorial observed (www.nytimes.com ,11.16.07). “This breakthrough is a double edged sword….Insomuch as research on cloned primates can provide basic biological insights into human disease and tissue growth, this is a golden opportunity.  The risk lies in applying the cloning technique to humans.  Such a pursuit, if successful, would be one of humanity’s darkest endeavors,” noted Father Thomas Berg, of the Legionaries of Christ, executive director and founder of the Westchester Institute in Thornwood, N.Y. (Washington Post, 11.15.07: A 1, A 16). 

     New Jersey voters on 11.6.07, voted against ballot question No. 2 “that would have permitted the state to borrow $450 million for stem cell research.”  The measure was rejected by a 53-47 percent margin (New York Times on line, 11.6.07).  Proponents maintained the defeat was due to the state’s poor “fiscal condition.” Joseph Marbach (Political Science, Seton Hall) “said no one should discount the moral opposition that helped lead to the question’s defeat.  Churches throughout the state urged parishioners Sunday to vote against the stem cell measure …. a combination of economics and morality … doomed question No.2”(The Star Ledger on line, 11.7.07).

PERTINENT TITLES

Centurion’s Pathway : A Description of the Difficult Transition for Ex-Abortion Providers or Facilitators, Pioneer Publishing: Victoria, Canada, 1997 by Philip G. Ney, M.D., “a practicing child and family psychiatrist in Canada where he directs the International Institute for Pregnancy Loss and Child Abuse Research and Recovery” and coordinates the international Society of Centurions (Priests for Life Newsletter, November/ December, 1998).

     The Liberal Case Against Abortion, by Vasu Murti is a 74 page argument that restricting abortions should be part of the liberal agenda.  The book was published by Rage, Media in 2006..   

     “Raising Cecilia” is a 24-page Pro-Life Action Ministries pamphlet by Joan Appleton, R.N.  She is the former head nurse of Commonwealth Women’s Clinic, an abortion center in Falls Church, VA and is now coordinator of the U.S. branch of the Society of Centurions.  “Raising Cecilia” is the autobiographical account of Ms. Appleton’s journey from childhood abuse to five years in the abortion industry to conversion to the pro-life position “and finally to psychological healing and reconciliation with Christ” (www.plam.org/broch/catalog.pdf).

      “Faithful Citizenship: A Call to Political Responsibility from the Catholic Bishops of the United States,” is the title of a document overwhelm-ingly approved by the U.S. Catholic Bishops on 11.14 in Baltimore at their annual general meeting.  It reads in part: “The direct and intentional destruction of innocent human life is always wrong and is not just one issue among many” It also speaks of other “serious moral issues that challenge…consciences and require ”action such as racism, torture, the death penalty, “resorting to unjust war,” war crimes, “failure to respond to those suffering from hunger or lack of health care, or unjust immigration policies” (www.usccb.org). 

     From Power to Purpose: A Remarkable Journey of Faith and Compassion (Thomas Nelson, 2007) by Senator Sam Brownback.  

NOTES AND NOTICES

     The Society of Centurions of America is the U.S. branch of the international Society of Centurions.  The Society’s members include physicians, nurses, para-medicals, technicians, receptionists, and security personnel who were formerly involved in providing abortions “and now embrace the sanctity of life.”  Like the Centurion at the foot of the cross who dropped his sword after Christ’s death and realized His innocence, “the Centurions of today…. have dropped [their] swords against the unborn child” and “recognize the depth of [their] guilt and deal with the ramifications,” the group’s brochure reads, in part.  The focus of the Society is on the personal healing of its members.  The Society may be contacted by mail at PO Box 75368, St. Paul, MN 55175, by phone at (651) 771-1500 and by Fax at (651) 771-6967) (Priests For Life on line report, 8.31.98).

     www.epld.org is the website for European Pro-Life Doctors, a “European association of physicians promoting respect and protection of human life from conception until natural death.”

     Christine Boutin, a Pro-Life parliamentarian (deputee des Yvelines) who ran for President of France in 2002, is Minister of Urban Development (ministere du Logement et de la Ville) in the current French government.  She is a founder of the Alliance pour les droits de la vie, the largest pro-life organization in France.   She is also a member (a “consulter”) of the Pontifical Council on the Family (Wikipedia, passim).

     A “born-again, pro-life trial lawyer” (Wikipedia) John Arthur Evans Jr. who told voters in Mississippi, “I am a Democrat because I am a Christian” (Washington Post, 11.5.07: A3) lost his bid to become that state’s governor to the pro-life incumbent and former Republican National Committee chairman, Haley Barbour, on 11.6. (Washington Post, 11.7.07: A8).  It was a pro-life win-win situation similar to the 2006 U.S. Senate race in Pennsylvania between pro-life Rick Santorum, the Republican loser, and victorious pro-life Democrat, Robert Casey, Jr.  Casey however, “supports greater availability of the morning after pill”(Wikipedia, s.v.v. “Bob Casey, Jr.”; mere comments.typepad.com  “Bob Casey and the Morning After Pill,” 9.3.06).

     Vicki Thorn, founder of Project Rachel, organized the first ever, scholarly conference to address issues concerning men who have been involved in abortions.  It was called “The Reclaiming Fatherhood Conference” (11.28-29.07) and was sponsored by the Knights of Columbus and the Catholic Archdiocese of San Francisco.  For details, open www.menandabortion.info, or call the National Office of Post-Abortion Reconciliation and Healing at (414) 483-4141 (Life Insight, September/October, 2007 [4]).

     Mary Ann Glendon, pro-life Harvard Law faculty member, has been nominated by president Bush to be U.S. Ambassador to the Vatican. She will succeed Francis Rooney.  Professor Glendon has practiced law privately, has taught at Boston College law school, has been a member of the President’s Council on Bioethics and is the first woman to become president of the Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences.  In 2005 she was awarded a National Humanities Medal; one of her predecessors (2003) was the late UFL member, Elizabeth Fox-Genovese.  “Mary Ann Glendon,” Wikipedia; Life News, 11.5.07; 

On November 5, The Pro-Life Champion, Henry Hyde, 83, retired multi-term Republican Representative from Illinois, Georgetown basketball player, WWII Navy combat veteran, and opponent of the Iraq war, received the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation’s highest civilian honor. “He was…one of the most vocal and persistent opponents of abortion law liberalization” (“Henry Hyde,” Wikipedia).

CAMPAIGN 2008

     “He [Mike Huckabee] has even charmed the national media (no mean feat for an anti-abortion Christian conservative and former president of the Arkansas Baptist Convention” (Washington Post, 11.4.07: B3).  Michael Gerson, author of Heroic Conservatism and former speech writer for the president, in “The Huckabee Difference”     writes, that Huckabee “is solidly pro-life”; he later quotes him as saying, “’I’m a conservative…But if that means I have to close my eyes to poverty and hunger, I’m not going to do that… This…would be to ‘refuse a larger allegiance, to my own soul, and also standing before God’”(Washington Post, 11.9.07: A21).   However, on ESCR, according to a Life News 9.17.07 report, he favors using “leftover” human embryos,” i.e. most of those who would be slated for destruction for research purposes. On his “Issues” website link, the former governor writes, “with respect to stem cells, I support federal funding of research using existing stem cell lines. I do not believe in creating life for the sole purpose of destroying it.  I’m encouraged by recent discoveries showing that stem cells from the umbilical cord offer great promise” (www.mikehuckabee.com).

      “For Democrats to have a real shot at appealing to religious conservatives, they will need to be the party of …the late….pro-life, pro-family and pro-poor Gov. Bob Casey of Pennsylvania… They have a long way to go”(Michael Gerson, Washington Post, 11.2.07: A 21).

     As of late November, a disturbing Pro-life fragmentation in the Republican primary has obviously occurred.  The most egregious example of this phenomenon is the Reverend Pat Robertson’s endorsement of Rudy Giuliani, notwithstanding the latter’s “pro-choice” positions—an endorsement apparently largely based on the latter’s perceived “electability” and his assurance that he would make, effectively, pro-life Supreme Court nominations. The National Right to Life Committee’s endorsement of Fred Thompson contrasting with the support given to Mitt Romney by the NRLC’s general counsel, James Bopp Jr., would be another example.  There is also Senator Brownback’s endorsement of John McCain who has frequently voted pro-life, but who has “voted repeatedly” for ESCR, most recently, for “the Congressional embryonic stem cell research funding bill in April (Life News, 9.17.07). Also adding to the diffusion, would be the fact that until Mary Ann Glendon’s nomination to be ambassador to the Vatican, she served as legal advisor to Mitt Romney in his bid for the nomination (“Mary Ann Glendon,”Wikipedia; Washington Post. 11.05.07).

Do not forget the 18th annual Conference of the University Faculty for Life,  May 30 – June 1 at Marquette University.   
